The Central and North Deborah gold deposits are located in one of 15 mining centers of the Bendigo gold field, central Victoria, Australia, a major world-class gold province developed in a turbidite terrane. Gold mineralization occurs primarily within domes and reverse-fault systems in multiply deformed Lower Ordovician metaturbidites. Deformation and thrusting occurred between 450 and 420 Ma coevally with regional metamorphism at zeolite to greenschist facies. In the Central and North Deborah deposits six stages of quartz veining, each with characteristic geometry and mineral paragenesis, developed sequentially: stages 1, 2, and 4 are gold-bearing, whereas stages 3, 5, and 6 are barren.
